[Dextran-induced anaphylactic shock during general anesthesia: a case report].
We describe a case of dextran-induced anaphylactic shock during general anesthesia. A 34-year-old woman was scheduled for partial hepatic resection under general anesthesia. General anesthesia was induced with intravenous remifentanil, thiamylal and rocuronium, and was maintained with oxygen, air, sevoflurane and remifentanil. The patient developed hypotension (from 90/50 to 49/27 mmHg in 20 min) together with tachycardia (111 beats x min(-1)) and desaturation (83%) subsequent to intravenous infusion of Saviosol (dextran 40). We made a diagnosis of anaphylactic shock on the basis of clinical manifestations and administered adrenaline and hydrocortisone. The patient's blood pressure and oxygen saturation immediately improved, and the operation was resumed. No postoperative complications were evident, and the postoperative course was uneventful. Although low molecular weight dextran is often used as plasma expander or to prevent thromboembolism, it can cause severe hypotension or bronchospasm during general anesthesia.